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A379 Holcombe, Dawlish:  Investigation into appropriateness of existing 40mph speed 
limit 
 
Report of the Head of Highways, Capital Development and Waste 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that: 
 
(a) the contents of the report detailing the investigations undertaken are noted; 
(b) no further action is required outside of the usual casualty and severity 

reduction process. 
 
1. Background 
 
In response to concerns expressed by local residents, an investigation into the 
appropriateness of the existing 40mph speed limit has been undertaken.  This has involved 
a survey of the existing signing, an assessment of enforceability of the limit by the Police, a 
speed survey taken within the 40mph limit and compilation of a collision study of the A379 
between Teignmouth and Dawlish which is attached as Appendix I. 
 
2. Results of Investigation 
 
Investigation of the legality of the speed limit and its enforceability has confirmed that both 
the Speed Limit Order and the associated signing constitute an enforceable speed limit.  
One minor signing amendment on a side road, affecting just that road, has been identified 
and the limit will be signed off for enforcement by the Traffic Management Team when the 
amendment has been completed. 
 
A Speed Survey undertaken adjacent to The Smugglers Inn in June and July 2014 has 
indicated that speeds are generally compliant with the posted 40mph Speed Limit.  Over a 
24 hour period the speed at which 85% of drivers were found to travel at or below was found 
to be 43.2 mph with the average speed at 37.2 mph over the same period.  
 
The length of the 40mph section of the A379 at Holcombe is approximately 1,750 metres in 
length.  The road has footpath provision along all of its length and has a rural environment 
mixed with some development, usually accessed from side roads of which there are 8 along 
this section. As revealed in the Collision Study, the majority of injuries recorded within the 
40mph limit are associated with road junctions or accessing properties from the road. 
 
The data study does not point to inappropriate speed as a major factor in the majority of the 
injury collisions identified.  The study concludes that collisions on this route have not 
decreased in line with observed trends over recent years with motorcycles, inexperienced 
drivers and poor manoeuvres from local mid age range drivers sited as prominent in the 
data.  Educational programmes aimed at local drivers may be effective in reducing collisions 
along this route and contact has been made with the Police to discuss options. 

 
  

Please note that the following recommendations are subject to consideration and 

determination by the Committee before taking effect. 



Fatality in June 2014 
 

A Fatal accident occurred close to The Smugglers Inn on 4 June 2014.  It is understood that 
a prosecution may result from ongoing Police investigations.  However, excessive speed is 
not thought to have been a contributory factor in the collision. 

 
Speed Limit Policy 
 
Devon County Council’s Speed Limit Policy is that the default speed limit within communities 
should be 30mph and that the National Speed Limit should apply between communities.   
 
40mph speed limits can be considered outside of 30mph speed limits where there is a 
significant speed related collision history.  The 40mph limit at Holcombe has been in place 
for several decades and recorded vehicle speeds are currently compliant with the limit.  
 
Given the width and general alignment of the road, a reduction of the limit to 30mph would 
be unlikely to be well observed and might create difficulties for road users in anticipating 
approach speeds and add to the enforcement burden of the Police.  There is also potential 
that a reduced speed limit might introduce inappropriate overtaking manoeuvres leading to 
an increase in collisions. 
 
3. Financial Considerations 

 
Education programmes funded through the Casualty and Severity Reduction Process will 
have a minor financial implication and are often delivered with the help of partner 
organisations.  
 
4. Environmental Impact Considerations 
 
There are no environmental impacts arising from the recommendation. 
 
5. Equality Considerations 
 
There are no equality considerations impacts arising from the recommendation. 
 
6. Legal Considerations 
 
There are no specific legal considerations arising from the recommendation. 
 
7. Risk Management Considerations 
 
This recommendation has been assessed and all necessary safeguards or action have 
been taken to safeguard the Council's position. 
 
No risks have been identified.   
 
8. Reasons for Recommendations  
 
The recommendation complies with the County Council’s Speed Limit Policy. 
 

David Whitton 
Head of Highways, Capital Development and Waste 

 
Electoral Division:  Dawlish 
  



 
Local Government Act 1972:  List of Background Papers 
 
Contact for enquiries: Mike Jones 
 
Room No: ABG Lucombe House 
 
Tel No: (01392) 382178 
 

Background Paper  Date File Ref. 

 

None 
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